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Greenway and Trail Summit Conference

This past week I attended the 4th Annual Greenway and Trail Summit in the Pocono Mountains.  The Summit provided an avenue for trail advocates, from designers to municipal mangers to gather and share ideas, problems and success stories on trail development throughout the state of Pennsylvania. 
An entire day of the Conference was dedicated to rails to trails with keynote speaker Michael DiBerardinis (DCNR Secretary) emphasizing trail development as a huge part of building sustainable communities.  Trail Studies have shown that trail development spurs a number of benefits to communities, such as: economic growth, healthy lifestyles, alternative transportation, and creates outdoor connections to businesses, churches, schools and recreation providers.  The Department of Natural Resources has identified trails to be a high priority for future development and funding.
Being around this diverse group of trail advocates made me realize that we all have the same hurdles to overcome when converting a rail corridor into a functional trail.  These include; ownership issues, easements, trail usage (walking, bikes, ATV’s, snowmobiles, horses, etc,), types of trail surfaces (macadam, chip seal, dirt, crushed stone, etc.), maintenance (who does the work, municipalities, volunteers, etc.), safety (lighted trail, crossing signals. etc.), funding (grants, tax dollars, etc.), liability (who is responsible for an injury).  All trail developers deal with these issues, the key is to have a concise, thorough plan and get the community involved from the onset of the project.
The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) a non-profit organization has researched these issues and provided trail advocates with a variety of information to help educate the community, especially land owners adjacent to proposed trails.  To get information on these issues and much more go to their website at railstotrails.org.  Interesting facts from the RTC website include in-depth information on rail/trails throughout the USA, including an interactive trail map, trail facts (length, surface, and activities along the trail) and reviews by trail users.  You will also find that Pennsylvania has the second most rail/trails with 127 (Michigan has 128) and the third most miles 1,298 (Michigan has 1,576 and Minnesota has 1,460 rail/trail miles).
We as communities need understand that with the continued abandonment of rail lines, these corridors become ideal spots for trails that can connect communities and provide miles of recreational value.  

A side note that pertains to our region, I had an opportunity to talk to Joan Simcak the Trail Coordinator for the Holmes County Park District in Ohio.  Holmes County is located along the Ohio to Erie Trail, which spans the state from Cincinnati to Cleveland.  The Holmes County Park District has developed 15 miles of this rail/trail while providing multiple transportation usages.  On this trail there is walking, biking and horseback riding, but the innovative part of this trail is an alternative transportation source for Amish buggies.  Joan with Amish leaders in the initial planning stage, set aside 30 feet of the trail for exclusive Amish transportation use.  This alternative transportation source has reduced road safety and traffic issues in Holmes County.  This is just another creative way that trails can benefit a community.  To get more information on the Holmes Trail go to www.holmestrail.org. 
*Lititz recCenter is looking for participants 16 years of age or older to be in a Wiffleball League.  Season starts on November 15th.  Contact Meg at 626-5096 ex 236 for more information.

See ya’ two!!!!!!!!!!!!
