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Trail Enthusiasts

Can you imagine a bicycle trip through one of the nation’s most historical regions, the battlefield at Gettysburg, the monuments in the nation’s capital, or the maritime and colonial history at Annapolis?  A proposed Grand History Trail of 185 mile continuous loop trail, with direct connections to trains, transit, airports, and existing long-distance routes along the East Coast Greenway (a developing trail system, spanning 3,000 miles between Canada and Key West, Fl.) and the Great Allegheny Passage (150 mile trail connecting Cumberland, MD and Pittsburgh).

The York County Rail Trail Authority first developed the idea of the Grand History Trail in 2005.  Since this time the project has grown with funding from Pennsylvania DCNR and assistance from the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC).

The proposal of the Grand History Trail is a loop that will connect existing and proposed trails in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. The trail will connect historic cities of Annapolis, Baltimore, Fredrick, Gettsyburg, Washington DC, and York by providing users with a convenient and safe off-street bicycle route between these destinations.  Project trails comprising the Grand History Loop include:  the Heritage Rail Trail County Park; the 20 mile Torrey C. Brown Rail Trail located in Cockeysville, MD continuing to New Freedom, PA; the 11 mile BWI Trail; the 13 mile Baltimore to Annapolis Trail; the Capital Crescent Trail; Metropolitan Branch Trail; H&F Trolley Trail; Hanover to Gettysburg Trail; and the Hanover Trolley Trail.
The RTC staff presented this loop trail concept at the Maryland Bicycle Symposium and received an enthusiastic response.  The next step is a meeting of trail stakeholders, bringing local officials, tourism representatives, trail planners and advocates together in Baltimore, this April 2010.  The RTC will hand over materials to stakeholders to help bring the Grand History Trail one step closer to reality!  The RTC’s contributions include an inventory of federally recognized historic resources from its GIS dataset mapping of the trail’s ultimate path and interim on-street routes, plus a report outlining strategies for promoting the trail as a tourism resource.
For more information on this trail concept, plus trails maps throughout the country go to www.railtotrails.org. 
*Halloween Parade on Monday, October 26th at 7:00 PM

*Saturday, October 24th will be the last Farmers Market for the year!

See ya’ in two!!!!
[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
