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Warwick Little League
Last year at this time I wrote a number of articles on youth sports organizations.  (These articles can be downloaded from the WRRC web site for your review, go too www.gowrrc.com and click on press releases).  With the spring seasons just around the corner, I have decided to highlight each youth program in our region.  Warwick Little League (WLL) will be the emphasis this week with rugby, lacrosse, travel baseball, girl’s softball and midget football to follow in the coming weeks!
The first thing that might surprise you if you haven’t been involved with the WLL is the amount of time and energy that goes into running this non-profit organization.  The WLL has a constitution that states there Main Objective “Is to implant firmly, in the children of the community, the ideals of good sportsmanship, honesty, loyalty, courage and respect for authority, with the hope that they will grow to be good, decent healthy and trustworthy citizens”.  To achieve this objective, WLL will provide a supervised program under the Rules and Regulations of the Little League Baseball, Inc. located in Williamsport, PA.  All directors, officers and members shall bear in mind that the attainment of exceptional athletic skill or the winning of the games is secondary, and the molding of future citizens is of prime importance.  Basically what this says is WLL will allow anybody between the ages of 5-16 to participate in the league and provide each individual the opportunity to compete against their peers in an organized baseball setting.  To read the entire WLL Constitution go too www.warwickll.com. 
Bearing in mind that that the kids are the most important commodity of the organization, how does the WLL divide these kids into age or skill level appropriateness?

T-Ball

This is an introduction to organized baseball.  This level is for all 5 year olds or first time players that are 6 years old.  If you have every watched this level you would know that it is all about fun.  A most important level, first impressions are lasting for kids and parents!

Minor-A

This level is for children who have graduated from T-Ball, but may not be ready for kid-pitched baseball.  This level uses a combination of pitching machine and coach pitching.  This level is for second year 6 year olds, all 7 year olds and some 8 year olds.
Minor-AA

This is principally for children who have shown a skill level above the Minor A.  This level is kid-pitched baseball and is generally for 8 and 9 year olds and some 10 year olds.

Minor-AAA

This is for children who have achieved the Minor AA level.  It is generally for 10 year olds.  Some 9 and 11 year olds may play at this level.

Majors

This is for children who have achieved the Minor AAA level and is generally for 11 and 12 year olds.  Some 10 year olds may play at this level.

Juniors

Player selection is age determined – 13 and 14 year olds.

Senior

Player selection is age determined – 15 and 16 year olds.
How and what skills are used to determine levels?  The WLL uses a skill development table to best determine where participants should be placed.  These criteria are based on four skills of baseball; Fielding, Hitting, Throwing and Running.

At the T-Ball level the participant should know the locations of positions; use the correct grip on a bat; throw the ball overhand; and immediately run to first base after contact to move to the next level.

At the AA level the participant should know the “ready” position; using two hands when fielding; proper stance in batter’s box; drops the bat correctly; throws with proper lead foot; and runs through first base.

At the AAA level the participant is required to know more advanced skills, to numerous to mention, but is becoming a more complete baseball player in all four phases.
Player evaluations were held in January at B2B in Manheim with the Kutztown University Baseball Program being the independent evaluators.   From these evaluations the WLL will draft players into levels that meet their skill development rather then base the levels solely on ages. This will allow players to be placed in a position where they feel comfortable, yet challenged, but also in an arena where they have the potential to achieve success.  This concept should allow a competitive balance for the 400 plus players participating this year.  

As the season draws near the president, executive board, managers, umpires and parents all understand and accept the huge responsibility that is placed upon them to uphold the Main Objective of the Little League Program.  Kudos to these volunteers for putting the time and energy into the league, knowing there only reward is the kids enjoying the experience!

Practices will begin on Monday, March 22nd with Opening Day scheduled for Saturday, April 24th at the Wilbur Fields.

See ya’ in two!!!!!!!!!


