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A Bone to PICK 

This article will be dedicated to all those dog owners out there and especially to all the non-dog owners that have to deal with Fido’s ????  Just a few fun facts to get this piece started:

According to the American Pet Products Manufacturers Association

-  There are approximately 77.5 million dog owners in the US
-  Each dog produces 100 pounds of waste per year 

-  39% of US households own at least one dog

There are 10,603 households in the Warwick School District (Wikipedia).

That would be 4,135 dogs in the Warwick School District (Strasheim, College Graduate). 

-  4,135 dogs x 100 pounds of waste = A LOT

Now that we have some of the background information out of the way, let’s dig into the point of this article, PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG!!!!  In the Warwick Region, we have some of the nicest and unique parks and facilities in the county.  Skate boarding park, polo field, swimming pool, recreation center, turf field, trails, etc, etc.  To keep these parks clean everyone has to step up and help!  I have walked every park in the last two weeks and it is unbelievable how much poop is left in the parks.  Every responsible dog owner should be carrying a bag and picking up after their dog.  Here’s an idea: responsible owners bring two bags and hand one to the irresponsible owners!!  There are even bio-degradable bags available in the Warwick Township Parks, PLEASE USE THEM!!!  Elizabeth Township Park has a “Carry In – Carry Out” garbage policy.  This type of policy has been used at the Delaware State Parks since 1994 with extremely positive reviews.  This system has becoming a trend throughout the country, as parks find ways to trim extremely tight budgets and still keep the parks looking beautiful.  Basically, the policy states that what you bring into the park, you take out, and that includes Fido’s dinner from last night! As the weather gets nice many different activities are happening at each park.  None of these users want to play, eat or enjoy the park near or on dog waste.   

Here’s another idea, (Wow, two in one article)!  I read somewhere, (probably the New York Post), that 85% of Americans have a cell phone.  The next time you are out with Rover and you see another dog poop, and the owner fails to scoop, take a picture of the Bad Dog, (because everyone knows that dogs clean up after themselves, right?)  Yes, my dog (pictured) uses the indoor plumbing at our house, which makes it nice that I don’t have to clean up after him; I’m sure it is the same in your house!  When you get that picture of the Bad Dog, email it to me with the name of the park (curt@gowrrc.com) and I will post the picture of these Bad Dogs on the WRRC web site (www.gowrrc.com ) hopefully this will ridicule them into cleaning up after their mess!

Take the Dog Poop Scoop Test (Answers at the end of article):

1. Dog poop makes good fertilizer?  True – False

2. Are women or men more likely to pick up after their dog?

3. What is the next cutting-edge advancement in the disposal of dog poop?

a. Put dog waste into a particle accelerator to probe the structure of matter

b. Put various types of dog waste into a time capsule so future generations have access to canine DNA

c. Send poop into orbit; after all, we don’t want it in our yards.

d. Convert dog poop into energy

4. How does dog poop harm our waterways?

a. The harmful bacteria it contains pollutes the water and may cause dysentery or even cholera if accidently ingested

b. Pet waste is rich in nutrients.  The nutrients act as fertilizers and cause algae to grow rapidly.  Algae blooms resulting in large fish kills because the process of decay removes all oxygen from the water.

c. Dog poop left on your lawn can wash into storm drains and flow into creeks, streams, and rivers.

d. All of the above

5. What is the correct way to dispose of my dog’s poop?

a. Throw it down the storm drain

b. Flush it down the toilet (without the bag)

c. Tie the waste in a plastic or better yet a recycle bag and drop into a garbage can

d. Check with your local officials for specific regulations

6. Dog waste is a major food source for which animal?

a. Deer

b. Possums

c. Skunk

d. Rats

7. Which citizens are most likely to scoop?

a. Boston

b. Washington

c. San Francisco

d. Lititz

8. Scooping dog poop is important because it can transmit ______ to both humans and dogs making them sick.

a. Worms and other parasites such as round worm and hook worms

b. West Nile Virus

c. Dengue Fever

d. Ebola Virus

See ya in two!!!!  Don’t forget to send those Bad Dog pictures!!!!!!
Answers

1. False – Dog waste does not make good fertilizer.  It may contain harmful microorganisms and bacteria that make you and your family sick.  Never compost pet waste and reuse it as fertilizer.

2. Women – Research found that 40% of all Americans don’t pick up their dogs waste at all!

3. D – Norcal Waste Systems, located in San Francisco, is looking at the feasibility of using dog waste as fuel for methane digesters.  The methane digester would then convert the waste into methane.  The methane could then be used to generate power for electricity or to heat homes.  Methane can also be turned into liquid gas, which can be used to power cars!

4. D – All of these effect our waterways

5. B,C,D – If waste is flushed down the toilet, it will be treated by the sewage plant.  Waste that is bagged and knotted will end up in a landfill or incinerated to produce power.  Landfills are legally required to ensure that any seepage from waste is treated before it enters the environment.  

6. D – Dog waste is a food source for rats.

7. D – Now that we are going to expose those Bad Dogs  - Actually a survey conducted by Merial Limited for the makers of Heartguard concluded that San Francisco scored the highest

8. A – A national survey found that 80% of dog owners were unaware that dog waste poses a health threat to their family, and 83% didn’t know that they could become infected by worms and parasites in their pet’s waste.
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