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Series on Bicycles and Safety Issues
All of us have encountered bicycle riders on our local roads! As more individuals and groups take to the road ways for organized rides, races, or as an alternative means of transportation the safety issues for riders and drivers need to be clear and concise.  Just last year fifteen requests were made by organizations to hold a ride or race in the Warwick Region!

To help the public become aware of the need for bicyclers and vehicles to co-exist on the road ways, I have contacted a local bicycling aficionado Mr. Rodney Moseman, who has agreed to write a series on bicycle/vehicle issues.  Rodney is the Vice President and Ride Coordinator for the Lancaster Bicycle Club.  He has been riding the local road ways for over 60 years and has bicycled in New Zealand, Holland, Ireland and many other foreign countries.  Mr. Moseman owned a local bicycle business in Lititz for 22 years (Bicycle World).  Here is part one.  
The lowly bicycle a noble invention

Learning to master balancing on two wheels from an early age, we take the bicycle for granted!  The bicycle gave us a new found taste of freedom.  We were now able to explore our growing world.  Few of us have taken the time to reflect on the impact of this lowly invention. 

Recent discoveries among Leonardo Davinci's drawings show what might well be the first idea of a two-wheel contraption.  Whether he ever built one has been lost to history.  It wasn’t until the late 1700’s that history records showed two wheel wooden running machines in Europe.  In the early 1800’s the addition of pedals and being able to steer were welcome additions.

Here in the USA these early crude attempts were no more than a novelty play thing.  In the mid 1800’s the Civil War took precedence. It wasn’t until the 1876 Centennial Exhibition that we were beginning to pull out of the economic devastation caused by the war.  The high wheel bicycle was introduced, and almost overnight captured the imagination of an America wanting to again have fun.  These early high wheel bicycles soon gave way to the “safety” with its same sized wheels, further boosting popularity.  By 1895 the United States Patent office had to have a separate office just to handle the flood of bicycle patent applications.  Industries that were just getting by after the war were now gearing up to jump on the bicycle craze in the gay nineties.  

The firearms and textile machine manufacturers benefited greatly and bicycle's with names like Singer, White and Remington were in the midst of the frenzy.  Many of these early bicycle manufacturers went on to produce horseless carriage.  Names like Cleveland and Pierce were among the many.  

With the bicycle it was now possible for a man to travel further and faster in a day under his own power than by horseback.  Soon the demands for better roads were in demand and the League of American Wheelmen was instrumental in getting some of the first modern paved roads in New England.  The bicycle also played an important part in women’s suffrage movement.   Susan B. Anthony, in the New York World, February 2, 1896 was quoted as saying, “Let me tell you what I think of bicycling. I think it has done more to emancipate women than anything else in the world. I stand and rejoice every time I see a woman on a wheel. It gives a woman a feeling of freedom and self- reliance”.  Amelia Bloomer was reported to have invented women’s bloomers for the purpose of riding her bicycle.  The term "loose woman" originated with the dawn of women on bikes and their desire to ride corset free.

The bicycle contributed to the invention of the ball bearing.  Henry Ford drew on the bicycle for the building of his first Quadracycle.  The bicycle inner tube box gave bicycle mechanics’ an idea that Orville and Wilbur Wright used for wing warping that made their airplane a success. 

As Henry Ford and the Model T came into prominence the popularity of the bicycles slowly lost favor.  In Europe however the devastation of WW1 and WW2 plus the more centralized populations kept the bicycle very much alive and a viable means of transportation.  With the rising gas prices and environmental awareness the bicycle is regaining popularity

“Nothing compares to the simple pleasure of a bike ride.” John F. Kennedy

“Every time I see an adult on a bicycle I no longer despair for the future of the human race.”  H.G. Wells

See ya’ in two!!!!

