Lititz Record Express

August 9 – 2010

The Wolf Sanctuary
Sitting in our backyard is 25 acres of natural woodland that houses the Speedwell Wolves.  The Wolf Sanctuary is currently owned and managed by Dawn Darlington (she also runs the Speedwell Bed & Breakfast) who grew up on this property.  She watched and learned about wolves from her father William Darlington who was the founder and Executive Director from 1980 – 1998 and an advocate of the wolf population.  
The Sanctuary is a free-range space for the wolves, so they may live out their lives in a natural environment, and to provide a public educational facility on the plight of the wolves, along with offering opportunities to observe the wolves and their culture. 
The Sanctuary is a non-profit organization that relies on volunteers and donations to provide food, shelter and veterinary care for over forty wolves with no government or corporate assistance, although not by choice!  The Sanctuary is always looking for state or federal grant opportunities and would very much welcome support from corporations.  

The expense and energy to run this facility can be daunting, food for the wolves comes in a variety of ways from donations to road-kill (wolves need about 5 pounds of meat a day, preferably red meat); shelter fencing is expensive, with height and depth of fencing determined by the Pennsylvania Game Commission (not all wolves are housed in the same shelter); a local veterinarian donates his skills, but the medical supplies are purchased by the sanctuary; water although abundant on the property is moved by hand (or four-wheeler) to the wolves because of the lack of strategically drilled wellheads.  Needless to say this is a 24-7 operation!
To off set some of the expenses, tours are provided for the public. *Note some tours are by appointment only:
-Saturdays & Sundays at 10:00 AM - August & September.

-Saturdays & Sundays at 12:00 Noon – October through May

-Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:00 AM – Reservations are required

-Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays may be available by appointment only.  You must call or email the sanctuary to coordinate a private tour.

-By the Light of the Moon Tours (full moon tours with campfire) Children 16 and older welcome.  These dates are August 21st, September 25th, October 23rd, November 20th, and December 18th.  These Full Moon tours have a guide stationed at each pack, which allows you to tour at your own pace.
After spending time with Dawn at the Wolf Sanctuary you will sense a deep passion for the Speedwell Wolves and also the daily struggle to provide the needed essentials to maintain this unique facility!  

How can you help?  Give your time to be a volunteer, give your dollars to support the wolves, and provide Meat! Meat! Meat!  To learn more go to www.wolfsancpa.com.   
*The Lititz Borough Police Department will be sponsoring the 2nd Annual Endless Summer.  This event is a combination of the back to school pool party and the National Night Out.  The event is scheduled for Wednesday, August 25th from 6:00 – 9:00 pm at the Lititz Springs Pool.
*Lititz Rotary Craft Show will be held at Lititz Springs Park and downtowns streets on Saturday, August 14th from 8:00 – 4:00.  Wear your walking shoes!

See ya’ in two!!

