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Part Two - Bicycling in the County

To help the public become aware of the need for bicyclers and vehicles to co-exist on the road ways, I have contacted a local bicycling aficionado Mr. Rodney Moseman, who has agreed to write a series on bicycle/vehicle issues.  Rodney is the Vice President and Ride Coordinator for the Lancaster Bicycle Club.  He has been riding the local road ways for over 60 years and has bicycled in New Zealand, Holland, Ireland and many other foreign countries.  Mr. Moseman owned a local bicycle business in Lititz for 22 years (Bicycle World).    
Whose Road is It?

GET OFF THE ROAD!!  You don’t pay taxes so you don’t belong on the road! These are some of the kinder words bicyclists have had shouted their direction.  I personally have experienced this behavior. Roads exist so that we can move from place to place and for the moving commerce.  I know of no requirement that you must own an automobile so that you can use the roads except in specific situations.  The basic rules governing traffic flow date back to Roman times and have slowly evolved to meet our modern day needs.  

The bicycle driver is not exempt to the vehicle code.  In Pennsylvania, a bicycle is considered a vehicle and, as such, is governed by a general set of rules (common to all vehicles) and a specific set of rules (designed for bicycles).  

Pennsylvania vehicle code reads. “Every person riding a pedalcycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this title, except as to special provisions in this subchapter and except as to those provisions of this title which by their nature can have no application.”    

Pennsylvania has published an online Bicycle Drivers Manual that is available online.  http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/docs/pamanual.pdf
This manual not only outlines the vehicle code as it applies to the bicycle driver, but also has many helpful illustrations on how to deal with everyday traffic situations.  

A brief synopsis of the bicycle vehicle code:

· Always ride to the with traffic never against traffic

· Ride to the right of the lane.  (Unless on a two lane one way street then riding in the left lane is permitted.)

· Obey all stop signs and traffic signals.  (Instances can exist where a traffic signal does not sense your presence.  You may proceed on red by assuming the signal is non-functioning and can then be treated as a stop sign.)

· Headlights visible for 500 feet and red reflectors visible for 500 feet are required when riding from one hour before sunset and one hour after sunrise.  Amber reflectors visible from the side are also required.

· Use proper hand signals to indicate your intentions at intersections.

· Law prohibits riding on the sidewalk in a commercially zoned business area. 

· When riding on a sidewalk and on a recreational path the right of way must be yielded to Pedestrians.

· Law prohibits wearing of earphones.

· No bicycle should be used to carry more persons than what it was designed or equipped to carry.

· Bicyclist may not ride on a freeway on limited access highway unless specifically permitted.

· Bicycles may be operated on the shoulder in the direction of travel.

· Bicyclists may ride two abreast if traffic and roadway conditions permit.

· Children under age 12 are required to wear an approved helmet.  Adults are encouraged to wear a helmet at all times.

Bicyclists are, in many ways, their own worst enemies.  Their disrespect of traffic law, and their unpredictable maneuvers in traffic is annoying to motorists.  Children learn at a young age how to balance a bicycle.  Seldom are they given instruction on how to drive a bicycle, therefore they ride like children.  All too often a child’s riding habits carry over into adulthood.

Events

*Lititz recCenter invites all community members to a FREE Thanksgiving Holiday Fitness Clinic on Saturday, November 27th from 9:00 am – Noon.  Free blood pressure screenings, body compositions, and massage demos will be offered.  All guests attending will receive a walk-in Guest Pass for the day to use the facility.
*Supper with Santa will be held at the Lititz recCenter on Sunday, December 12th from 5:00 – 6:30 pm.  Pre-register by December 11th.  All participating families will receive dinner, all children will take a picture with Santa and Mrs. Claus courtesy of Lititz Framing and Fine Arts and the Warwick Middle School Choir Ensemble will perform.  A GREAT NIGHT WITH SANTA!!!

*A two month Winter Break College Pass for students 18-22 is available at the Lititz recCenter.  Must present current college ID.  Contact the rec at 626-5096 or www.lititzrec.com. 
See ya’ in two!!!!!!!!!!!
 

 

