June 8th, 2006

Lititz to Ephrata Rail/Trail Project Public Meeting

In 2003, a Department of Natural Resources (DCNR) grant was given to Akron Borough to look at the feasibility of converting  the Reading and Columbia rail line into a linear trail.  This conversion would be from Warwick Township to Ephrata Borough, and transverse through four municipalities.

Fast forward to March 9th, 2006 when a kickoff meeting was held at the Ephrata Borough offices.  This initial meeting involved an appointed Study Committee made up of citizens of the four municipalities (Ephrata Borough, Akron Borough, Ephrata Township, Warwick Township) and the ELA Group who is to facilitate the on-going study.

There are many criteria to determine the viability of this project such as: the compatibility of adjacent land uses, physical obstacles such as the crossing of a bridge and major roads, construction costs, reviewing and resolving legal issues over land ownership, liability and maintenance on the trail.  These and other issues will be discussed at three public meetings.  The first meeting will be Thursday, June 22nd at 7:00 PM at the Warwick Middle School.  The second meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 28th at 7:00 PM at the Ephrata Public Library.  The third and final meeting is Thursday, December 7th at 7:00 PM at the Ephrata Township Municipal Office.
This trail has the potential to serve both recreational and alternative transportation uses for bicyclers, horseback riders, the buggy network, farmers, and the popular walking crowd.  The trail will also be a connector route to the four municipalities and numerous  schools, churches, parks, businesses, retirement areas, malls, nature areas, and greenways.  This is an opportunity to continue to build on the already strong trail system within our region.  This trail would be an extension of the Lititz/Warwick Trail, and an extension of the current trail being developed at the Warwick Township Campus, plus the opportunity to extend the trail to the Lititz downtown area.  Think about the potential of starting the trail in Lititz and having a continuous route to Ephrata Borough?  And the positive economic impact?
To build a connector route with these four municipalities is an exciting venture.  The trail will be running through a number of natural and historical areas that will give the trail a lot of variety and character.  But, remember this is just a feasibility study, the project is in the evaluation stage.  Public input from trail users and those with concerns must be received.  To be heard, plan on attending the public meetings.
Summer Position Available:  Skate park Monitor

Call 626-5096 ext. 2437.

See ya’ in two!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
