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Representative John Bear “Sexual Predator” Bill
In 2007 State Representative John Bear of the 97th Legislative District formed a Task Force to review existing statues to protect children from sexual predators.  This action was in response to the incident at Woodridge Swim Club, where a male predator was observed and caught videotaping young male and female children.  

The Task Force membership includes the House Republican Judiciary Committee, District Attorney’s Office, local police departments, recreation providers, and concerned parents.

The Task Force crafted a Bill that will allow authorities more latitude in dealing with predators videotaping children.  With all the electronic equipment available today it is important that awareness and education also become part of the overall equation when dealing with predators.  

The proposed Bill:  Improper photography or video recording
(a) Offense defined.  A person commits the offense of improper photography or video recording if he/she photographs or by videotape or other electronic means visually records a minor under circumstances which would cause a reasonable person to conclude that the intent of such action is to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person.

(b) Grading
a. A first offense under this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree.

b. The second or subsequent offense is a misdemeanor of the second degree.

The Task Force is looking for ideas, concerns, and support for this Bill.  If you have any questions contact Representative Bear at 626-1776.

This awareness and education has lead Chief Seace of the Lititz Borough Police Department to draft some guidelines that the three swimming pools in the area (Woodridge, Lititz Springs and Lititz recCenter) can take to there individual committees for adoption.  But, we all need to be involved in this process, and also understand that this type of offense doesn’t just happen at swimming pools!  If you observe a suspicious person videotaping at an event, talk to the coach, site manager or another parent.  Protecting our youth needs to be a community wide priority!!
See ya’ in two!!!!!
