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August 31st
Lititz Park Board

A rejuvenated Lititz Park Board led by Joe Kane, Borough Council Representative has been formed to look at improving all parks and outdoor recreational facilities in Lititz.  Our first meeting was held in August, with board members brain storming about the direction that the Board should take for the immediate and long-term future of the recreational facilities in the Borough.  

I, for one am very excited about the formation of this board.  This will allow us the opportunity to oversee the up-keep of these facilities, to look at improvements in our parks, to write grants for state money, to promote the usage of the facilities, and to protect our limited open space.  The facilities that will draw the most attention from the board are:  New Park, Lions Park, Butterfly Acres, Lititz Springs Swimming Pool, Skateboard Park, and the rail/trail extension from the Warwick/Lititz existing trail.

All members agreed that the number one priority should be the extension of the Warwick/Lititz Rail Trail to the downtown area.  A feasibility study was done by ELA Group to look at the obstacles and concerns the extension could incur.  The board will bring this study out of mothballs and use it as a blue print and act according to its findings.  All board members felt this trail extension would benefit a host of adjacent businesses, schools, churches, recreational enthusiasts, and provide some traffic and parking relief to the downtown area.

The Park Board will also take a closer look at improvements to New Park.  The basketball court needs resurfacing and talk of bocce ball or horse pits were discussed.  There are state grants that deal specifically with community park improvements.  This park can also be used for a summer playground program, through the Lititz Community Center.  This type of program has been extremely successful at the Lions Park in Rothsville.
The board will also look at the Lititz Springs Swimming Pool.  This is a high use facility (for all demographics) that has some age on it.  There are yearly and long-term maintenance issues that need to be addressed.  The state has been spending a lot time researching outdoor municipal swimming pools across the state.  A number of these pools were built at the same time and are over forty years old.  Even though these are three month facilities they provide communities with a low cost and high volume recreational opportunity.     

These and other issues will be on the Park Boards plate in the future years.  We are looking for three more enthusiastic Borough residents to serve on the board.  Meetings will be held monthly then scaled back once the agenda and priorities are set.  If interested contact Joe Kane with the Lititz Borough Council or Curt Strasheim at 626-5096.

Go Twins!!!!!!!!!

See ya’ in two!!!!!!!!!!

